LIBERALISM   AND  THE  MONARCHY
one's view of Louis XVIII. Liberals were therefore relentlessly
driven to a task many would have gladly shirked, that of pass-
ing a definite judgment on the history of the last twenty-five
to fifty years. But if the facing of the present and of the past
would brook no delay, the future at least could either be
shelved or be treated as being merely the indefinite continua-
tion of the present ; and it is perhaps not to be wondered
at if Liberal thought is singularly devoid of any attempt at
looking forward, if it cannot conceive of to-morrow save in
terms of to-day.
By their views of the past, therefore, shall Liberals be known,
and the variety of thought that is covered by the term " Liberal "
appears in the variety of such views. There is indeed a certain
measure of agreement in condemning the ancien regime : un-
qualified approval would have been an illogical absurdity. " It
taints whatever it touches," says Guizot.1 " Say what you will
of the Revolution, you cannot absolve the ancien regime," says
Remusat.2 " If the Revolution was right, or even necessary,
the ancien regime had forfeited its right to live. If the Revolution
was an unnecessary and criminal madness, public opinion must
condemn a Government which allowed the birth, growth, out-
burst and triumph of those ideas and feelings whence sprang
this madness. To have been so easily overthrown is no sign of
strength."
The same measure of unanimity is to be found in judgments
on the events of the Revolution, particularly on those events
on which tended to fasten the criticisms of the Royalists. Even
Guizot defends it against Royalist attacks,3 pointing out that no
empire of any kind has ever been established without recourse to
force, no victory won without plunder and bloodshed, and that
no violent upheaval has ever contained so large a proportion
of right to force as the Revolution. Thiers goes further in
admitting the virtual inevitability, and therefore necessity, of
its excesses : " We do not absolve the guilty but explain them :
they are neither heroes nor victims."
1	Des Moyens d* Opposition, p. 100.
2	Pohtlque libtrale, p. 173.
3	Des Moyens d* Opposition, p. 188.
37

